Abnormal expression of class II MHC antigens in placentae from patients with pemphigoid gestationis: analysis of class II MHC subregion product expression.
Abnormal expression of class II MHC antigens was consistently observed in an immunohistological study on placentae from patients with pemphigoid gestationis. The area affected in all the placentae was the chorionic villi adjacent to the maternal decidua. The villous stroma, and in some cases the chorionic fetal endothelium, had abnormal expression of class II MHC antigens. Monoclonal antibodies specific for the class II MHC subregion products (DR, DP and DQ) were used to analyse the class II MHC antigen expression. Differential expression of the class II MHC subregion products was observed on the villous stroma and chorionic fetal endothelium; DR and DP were always expressed but DQ in some cases was heterogeneous. This abnormal expression of class II MHC antigens may reflect an immunological attack on the placenta in pemphigoid gestationis.